
Publishing Open Access 
with ACS Publications

• Overview
• Author Experience
• Library Admin Experience
• CPC OA Agreement 



About American Chemical Society (ACS)

• The world’s largest and most influential scientific society
• Founded 1876
• Not-for-profit, chartered by U.S. Congress
• ACS vision is to improve people’s lives through the transforming power 

of chemistry



Articles published with ACS average the most citations in 
chemistry according to 2023 Clarivate Journal Citation 
Reports™ 

More than 305 million journal articles were accessed in 2023

More than 320,000 authors published in 2023

ACS Publications is home to the world’s most 
trusted, most cited, and most read: journals, 
ebooks, and educational materials in every 
area of chemistry and its many related fields.
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A Diverse Portfolio of Journals

In addition to every area of chemistry, ACS 
Publications journals also cover important 
discoveries in:

Agriculture, food, and the environment

Biotechnology and pharmaceuticals

Education and safety

Electronics

Energy and transportation

Healthcare

Materials science and engineering
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ACS Publications journals have high 
Journal Impact Factors™

The Journal of the American Chemical 
Society (JACS), ACS’ flagship journal, 
garnered 580,144 total citations and a Journal 
Impact Factor™ of 15.00.

Chemical Reviews remains the 
highest-impact journal in the Chemistry, 
Multidisciplinary category, with a 
Journal Impact Factor™ of 62.10.

ACS Central Science, ACS’ first fully Open 
Access journal, achieved a Journal Impact 
Factor™ of 18.20.

Accounts of Chemical Research achieved a 
Journal Impact Factor™ of 18.30.

2022 Impact Factor

15.00
2022 Impact Factor

62.10
2022 Impact Factor

18.20
2022 Impact Factor

18.30

2023 highlights include:
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New in 2024

Editor-in-Chief
Peter Licence

Deputy Editor
Michael KC Tam

Editor-in-Chief
Nga Lee (Sally) Ng

Editor-in-Chief
Qilong Ren

Editor-in-Chief
Can Li



ACS Commitment to Open Science
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ACS Supports Open Science

16 fully open access journals 
covering every area of chemistry

Authors can publish open 
access in all 85+ ACS journals

ACS Journal Finder tool helps 
researchers ensure funder OA 
requirement compliance

Other ACS initiatives that 
support open science include 
ACS Research Data Center, 
ChemRxiv, SciMeetings, and 
Text and Data Mining



Author Affiliation – a Big Challenge

Initially only 14% of articles 
were affiliated with an 
institution

ACS undertook 1½-year 
project working with Scholar 
One to improve menu 
selection functionality

Proven Success! Article 
affiliation with an institution 
increased to over 95%

Resulting 
improvements 

benefit all Scholar 
One users

Enables the author 
to correctly 

identify their 
institution



Overview of ACS Publishing Process
• Step 1: Stay Informed

• Keeping up with the latest findings from your research community is essential to 
future publishing success.

• Step 2: Prepare Your Manuscript
• Putting together a compelling new story with your research. With over 60 ACS 

journals to choose from, you are sure to find a good outlet for your research.

• Step 3: Submit Your Manuscript 
• Now it’s time to submit – ‘ACS Paragon Plus’.

• Step 4: Peer Review
• Your manuscript will be thoroughly reviewed by at least three of your peers with the 

goal of validating and improving the content prior to publication.

• Step 5: Publish 
• Congratulations, you’ve been accepted for publication!

• Step 6: Share
• When authors take action to share their research with the global scientific 

community, they help maximize its impact.



Overview of TMU’s Open Access workflow

Inst. 
Admin

Submit manuscript 
via Paragon Plus 

and select 
affiliated 

institution. 

Receive 
email 

notification 
for funding 

request.

Manuscript is 
accepted.

Review the 
funding 

request and 
either 

approve or 
reject.

Receive email 
notification on  

approval or 
denial of OA 

funding.

Author 
decides on OA 

funding 
request.

Receive email 
notification on 

manuscript 
acceptance, and 
JPA with funding 
request option.

No

Yes
Publish the 

research article

OA funding if approved.

Receive email 
notification 

for qualifying 
accepted 

manuscript

Author



Author Experience



Submitting an article to ACS Journals
- ACS Publishing Center

1. Login with ACS ID. 
Register if you do not 
have an ACS ID.

2. Select the journal that 
you wish to submit to.

3. Click ‘Submit 
Manuscript’.



Submitting an article to ACS Journals
- ACS Paragon Plus

• Submit a new 
manuscript

• Dashboard of 
Activity

• Other resources
• Guidelines 
• Information on 

JPA and OA



ACS Paragon Plus – OA matching begins at Submission

System warns the 
Author if they do not 
use the drop-down
list menu to select 

institution

Corresponding 
Author selects their 
institution from the 

provided list in 
Paragon Plus

Begins with Author 
at Manuscript 
submission

Error Message



Manuscript Acceptance –
Journal Publishing Agreement (JPA) Assistant

Author is sent email invitation to enter the Journal Publishing Agreement Tool



Understanding Journal Publishing Agreement (JPA)

Step by step demo video is available
https://pubs.acs.org/page/copyright/journals/jpa_index.html

https://pubs.acs.org/page/copyright/journals/jpa_index.html


If author chooses NO, they will 
go to the screen on next slide

Agreement and 
Creative Commons 
License type identified 
for author

Journal Publishing Agreement Assistant

When applicable, the JPA Assistant identifies that the author is affiliated 
with an Open Access agreement



Journal Publishing Agreement Assistant

Authors choosing to publish Open Access are provided the link to 
complete the funding request in CCC RightsLink®



Open Access Workflow – CCC RightsLink®



Open Access Workflow – CCC RightsLink®

Complete ‘check out’ 
like any online order 

process



After OA funding request is reviewed by Institution
Author is notified of Approval/Denial

Approved

Denied



If author chooses NO, they will 
go to the screen on next slide

Journal Publishing Agreement Assistant
Tool confirms Author intent when affiliated with OA Profile



Alternative way- Author Link for Funding Request
ACS Author Publishing Center

Alternative way for 
Author’s in OA 
Agreement to submit 
their OA funding request.

https://publish.acs.org/publish/res
earch_share_and_oa

https://publish.acs.org/publish/research_share_and_oa


Library Administrator 
Experience



Upon Manuscript acceptance 

Open Access Agreement Workflow –
Institution Administrator Notifications

Upon Funding request from author 



CCC RightsLink® Institutional Portal 
OA Funding Request Dashboard



CCC RightsLink® Institutional Portal 
Funding Request Dashboard



Open Access Agreement Workflow –
Author is notified of Approval/Denial

Approved

Denied



CCC RightsLink® Institutional Portal 
Billing Profiles Dashboard



CCC RightsLink® Institutional Portal 
Reports Dashboard



CPC OA Agreement 
with ACS 



Open Access Agreements – Eligible Publications

Creative Commons CC-BY license 



Open Access Agreements – Eligible Publications

Including ACS Journals Rank #1 in Total Cites in Chemistry

Visit ACS Publications Journal Finder to find relevant journal for your article

https://acs.chronoshub.io/?fq=


ACS Open Access Agreement – Marketing Toolkit
Available upon request

Author Messaging 
Support

Promotional 
Assets

End User Training



Questions?

Contact us at OAOps@acs.org
for any Open Access support needs

mailto:OAOps@acs.org


• Understanding copyright and the Journal 
Publishing Agreement

• FAQs about the ACS Journal Publishing Agreement

• ACS Open Science Website

• JPA Flowchart

American Chemical Society, 
Journal Publishing Agreement and Open Access 
Information Resources

• ACS Publications Journal Finder

https://pubs.acs.org/page/copyright/journals/jpa_index.html
https://pubs.acs.org/page/copyright/journals/jpa_faqs.html
https://acsopenscience.org/
https://pubs.acs.org/pb-assets/documents/policy/JPA_New_Process_Flowchart-1608226054487.pdf
https://acs.chronoshub.io/?fq=
https://acs.chronoshub.io/?fq=


Thank You!
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